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Antiochus might have serious consequences, though Philip
had not gained much so far. It was therefore natural that
petitions for support and alliance should pour into Rome
from all the petty Hellenistic states.
The position was flattering to Roman feeling. Life at
Rome had long ago acquired an external resemblance to the
life of Greece ; and the influence of Greek civilization was
much increased by the annexation of the Greek cities in
Italy, the conquest of Syracuse and other cities in Sicily, and
the formation of that island into the first Roman province.
Every Roman of that age felt the fascination of Greek genius
and Greek culture, and realized the beauty and brilliance of
the Hellenistic period. The legend which connected the
origin of Rome with the Trojan war and thus with the earliest
Greek history—a legend which passed for history with every
Roman—took definite shape at this time for good reasons.
Besides, Rome herself was a free city-state, and the Italian
confederacy was an alliance of similar city-states. The word
' king' was a bogy to Roman ears: there was something
American in their aversion to kings and kingly government.
And now, victorious over a most dangerous enemy, conscious
of her own strength and solidarity, and fully convinced that
no shock could hurl her from her place, Rome was appealed
to by city-states like herself—the states which had created
the marvellous civilization of Greece—to aid them in the
struggle against ' kings' and tyrants. The policy of Rome
was never sentimental; but when feeling was not at variance
with interest, it was possible for once to let feeling assert
itself. If the Greeks could be helped and Philip at the same
time hindered from repeating his former successes in Illyria,
that was sufficient reason for active interference in the
tangled international politics of the Hellenistic powers.
Therefore, when soon after the second Punic war an
alliance was formed in the East to thwart Philip's schemes of
aggrandizement, it was quite natural that Rome should not
refuse her support to the alliance. War was declared against
Philip, and troops were sent to Greece and Macedonia. The
war turned out a less serious affair than was at first expected.
Though Rome had eventually to bear the main burden of
the campaign, and though the battle of Cynoscephalae,
fought in 197 B. c., was won by the Roman armies alone, yet
their task was appreciably lightened by the active support of

